
Thereôs a saying ñApril Showers Bring 

May Flowersò.  But what does rain in Feb-

ruary bring?  Soggy grass strips, less time 

in the air, flooding, sadness, depression-

well maybe thatôs going a little too far.  For 

those of you with Home Builts, it is either a 

very exciting and joyous opportunity to 

work on your plane and make great strides 

toward itôsô completion or a ñWOW!!! This 

is a great time to work on my plane but I 

really donôt feel like it.ò  For the non-pilot, 

we want to read a book rather than clean.  

But then after all these days, the house 

gets to the point that we have no choice. 

And then we run out of food and have to 

go out and get soaked.  The meteorolo-

gists keep telling us that the sun will come 

out tomorrow or the next day or maybe the 

day after that.  They absolutely 

ñguaranteeò that the sun will be out and the 

day will be beautiful for our next Young 

Eagles event on Saturday, February 16, 

2013.   

But donôt throw your rain gear away, just  

keep your fingers crossed for more sunny 

days and blue skies than weôve had re-

cently.  

And the fly-ins from here to Florida to 

North and South Carolina and skies behind 

are always trips to look forward to!!!!! 

Rain, Rain Go Away Now Please!!!!! 

Saturday, January 26th marked the 

60th anniversary of the Experimental 

Aircraft Association's first meeting. 

Relive the rich history of your organi-

zation, from that first gathering of 

three dozen builders and restorers at 

Milwaukee's Curtiss-Wright Field, to 

the Rockford years, the migration to 

Oshkosh, and EAA's worldwide influ-

ence in aviation.  

 

The Early Years (1953-1968),     

 Home in Oshkosh (1969-1983),     

 A Bigger Role (1984-1997),  

Leading in a New Era (1998-2012), 

and What Lies Ahead? (2013 and Be-

yond). 

Interesting information on all these 

time frames can be enjoyed by going 

to the national website-

membership@eaa.org 

This is an amazing organization and 

itôs very exciting to be a part of it. 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Sat. 2/16-Young Eagles 

starting @ 8:30am 

¶ Sat. 3/2-Pancake Break-

fast-8 to 10:30-
followed by a special 
program.  

¶ Tues. 3/5-Board Meet-

ing @ 7:30pm 

¶ Fri. 3/8-Chapter Busi-

ness Mtg. @ 8pm 
followed by a great 
program 

¶ Sat. 3/16-Young Eagles 
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Chapter 690 Meets in Hangar #1 of the Sport Aviation Complex at Briscoe Field, 690 Airport Rd, Lawrenceville, GA 

60 Years of Spirit:  Happy Anniversary EAA!!! 
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Sport/Water Bottles and More 

The EAA 690 NAV/COM 

Perfect is the word to describe the day for flying Young 

Eagles. Clear, see forever blue skies, and calm winds 

made flying just Great!  

Twelve pilots flew a total of forty eight (48) Young Ea-

gles. It is wonderful to have this many pilots as it makes 

it easy to fly every one in the morning. 

The pilots were; David Balthaser 4 YE, 2 flights, Rohan 

Bhatia 3 YE, 1 flight, Pat Bratton 6 YE, 2 flights, Randy 

Epstein 6 YE, 2 flights, Jerry Fischer 1 YE, 1 flight, Da-

vid Henderson 1YE, 1 flight, Duane Huff 4 YE, 4 flights, 

Fred Huppertz 9 YE, 3 flights, Brian Michael, 3 YE 1 

flight, John Morgan 3 YE, 1 flight, David Reynolds 2 YE, 

2 flights, and Chuck Roberts 6 YE 3 flights. We wel-

come David Reynolds to our pilots group and Rohan 

Bhatia who is back flying with us. 

Jeanne Ferguson, Gay Roberts, Barbara Epstein, 

Shellie Kirk and Ruth Burhns handled the registration, 

Certificates, Log Books and assigned the Young Eagles 

to the pilots. 

Hugh Colton and Wes Riddick instructed the students 

on the Flight simulators. Bob Krone conducted the pre- 

flight briefings. 

Bill Ferguson was our safety officer and Art Farmer, 

Billy Stewart, Lee Olson, Thomas Rader, Jordan Brown, 

Patrick Mollette, Joel Levine and Craig Stephens made 

up our Ground Crew that escorts the Young Eagles and 

parents to and from the airplanes. 

Two groups for a total of thirty one (31) have already 

registered for our next rally which will be February 16th. 

Hopefully we can have beautiful flying weather and as 

many pilots as were flying in this rally If you haven't 

witness one of our Young Eagle days, you should come 

out and help us and enjoy. 

A great big THANKS to all who helped make this a very 

successful Young Eagles rally for Ch. 690 

Itôs already the second month of the new year which is 

hard to believe.  But itôs still NEW and with a new year 

comes new ideas. 

Some NEW items that weôre excited about are Sport/

Water Bottles and Mugs that will be available soon for 

our members, visitors and, most of all, our Young Ea-

gles.  The Sport Bottles will have the EAA 690 logo 

printed on one side and the plane (or type of plane) they 

had their flight in on the other side.   There will be a 

small and large mug with the EAA 690 logo on it and 

there will also be a very special mug designed for our 

Guest Speakers.   

We will have all of these items available for viewing and 

purchase in March.  There will also be an opportunity to 

do special orders and have the mugs personalized.  

Young Eagles January Update 
From Duane Huff-Program Coordinator 
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Join aviation photographer and EAA 690 member John 

Slemp on Saturday, the 2nd of March, 2013 at 2pm 

for a lecture showcasing his recent aviation photo-

graphs. It will be held in the community room at the 

Lyndon House Art Center, in Athens, Georgia. Open to 

all, there is no charge. Goodyear Aviation Tire posters 

will be signed free of charge, as long as supplies last. 

 

Join aviation photographer John Slemp as a featured 

guest on the Simple Flight! radio program, on 31 

March, 2013. The program is broadcast live over the 

internet from 8-10 pm CENTRAL TIME on Sunday 

nights, and is hosted by pilots Al Waterloo and Travis 

Ammon. Programs are archived and may be listened to 

anytime, but they do accept calls, tweets, and email 

during the program if you have questions or comments. 

It should be FUN! 

EAA 690 Aviation Summer Camp 

Aviation adventures are coming your way! EAA Chapter 

690 is offering an immersive aviation program at the 

chapter hangar located at the Gwinnett County Airport in 

Lawrenceville, Georgia June 11-15, with an option of a 

Young Eagles flight on Saturday, June 16.  

 

Students in 7th through 12th grades may apply. Topics 

covered include various types of aircraft construction 

methods, crash scene investigation techniques, princi-

ples of aeronautics, pilotage, and visits to select facilities 

located at Briscoe Field.  

 

The cost is $275 for the week. Camp begins at 9:00 

a.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m. each day. Registration dead-

line is May 10th, 2013. 

Check our web site at www.eaa690.org and click on the 

Youth Programs. 

There will be more information in the months ahead.  

For the adults that would like to share in this experience, 

we will have contact information for you soon.  Also, 

pilots and craftsman, we will publish a list of needed 

tools and supplies that we would appreciate your help 

with. 

Upcoming Events 

Enrollment Opens for 2013 EAA Air Academy Camp  

 Unforgettable aviation memories and new friends await 

young people ages 12-19 this summer at the EAA Air 

Academy Camps in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. These popular 

aviation camps immerse students in the fascinating 

world of flight through a variety of fun and hands-on 

activities, as well as real flight experiences in a Cessna 

162 SkyCatcher and Bell 47 helicopter.  There are 

scholarships available through your EAA Chapter 690 

and through EAA National.  For more information, go 

tomembership@eaa.org . There are numerous sessions 

awaiting your arrival starting June 16th, so get your ap-

plications in now. 
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This bio from Rohanôs website centennialaviationacade-

my explains just a little about this extraordinary young 

man.  He is a true inspiration to aspiring young pilots 

and we at EAA 690 were thrilled to have him tell us 

about himself and his business.  We are also pleased 

that he has joined our other pilots flying Young Eagles 

the 3rd Saturday of every month.  

Capt. Rohan K. Bhatia - Founder and Chief Pilot  

Having always longed to become a pilot, I started flying 

at the age of 14 and first obtained my Private Pilot Cer-

tificate at the age of 17. At 19 I became Commercially 

Certified and at 20 an Advanced Ground Instructor. At 

22 I obtained my Bachelor of Science Degree in Profes-

sional Aeronautics with a minor in Airport Management 

from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Presently I 

am working on my Masters... Every day is an adventure! 

 

Flying has always been something very special to me. I 

really love doing what I do.... being able to share my 

passion of flying and seeing my students go on to be-

come safe and proficient pilots is a feeling that is inde-

scribable. As you can probably tell, I am here to do this 

100% and will not let anything get in the way of provid-

ing you with a very safe and fun training experience. I 

won't make false promises or guarantees that you will 

have your license by a certain time or number of hours, 

but I will unconditionally promise you that when you do 

get your license you will feel safe and confident in your 

flying abilities. After all, the best resource in any cockpit 

is a well trained pilot.....  

 

Want to go flying or just want to come by and talk? Feel 

free to contact me directly by calling or texting me at 404

-775-8299 or e-mailing at ro-

han@centennialaviationacademy.com so we can set up 

a time to meet at our office at the DeKalb Peachtree 

Airport.  

Saturday, February 2nd Speaker 
Rohan K Bhatia 

L to R-Bernie Dvorscak joins Spencer Clark, 

Rohan Bhatia-Pilot and Group Leader, 

Dwyesh Gutta and Peter DeNatalie.  The 

smaller boys in the group are Rohanôs stu-

dents. 
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Friday, February 8th Speaker 

Dave ñSharkò Waldrop 

The experiences Dave shared with us ranged from very serious to down-right amusing.  He told us that 

the most important thing he learned was how to follow instructions especially when it came to the fighter 

missions.  It was hard to imagine the situations he was in but his sharing of them with us was totally en-

thralling.   

See Pictures of Dave Then and Now on Page 6 


